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PORT PILOT
Legislature Passes Important Workforce and
Economic Development Policies for Clallam County
The hard work of Clallam County’s 24th District
legislators, Representative Steve Tharinger, Representative Mike Chapman and Senator Kevin Van
De Wege, will assist the Port of Port Angeles in
bringing people, resources and industry together to
foster living wage jobs and economic prosperity.
Favorable outcomes for the Port of Port Angeles include:
• Legislation authorizing Port-funded workforce development
and training programs.
• Financial assistance in stormwater design and engineering.
• A new programmatic funding source for stormwater
projects.
• Extension of the forest products industry’s favorable B&O
tax rates.

a stormwater collection and treatment system on lands adjacent
to the Tse-Whit-Zen village site (see article on page 3).

• Programmatic Stormwater Funding – The Port has

• A new loan programs to assist economic development
projects at smaller, rural airports.

invested millions of dollars in stormwater collection and
treatment systems and advocated that state water quality
programs should allow Ports to compete for funding to install
these costly, but necessary, systems. The Legislature passed
sweeping reforms of the Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA)
(SB 5993) that increases the Hazardous Substance Tax (HST)
on petroleum products and designates a portion of the new
funds for stormwater projects.

• Funding for the Community Economic Revitalization Board.

Port Workforce Training

Funding – Stormwater Design/ Archaeological
Excavations

• HB 1658/SB 5570 – HB 1658 authorizes Port’s to develop

• New opportunities for use of mass timber products in
schools.
• Direction to Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to
complete an analysis of the impacts of the LTCS for the
marbled murrelet to junior taxing districts.

The Port of Port Angeles is grateful for the Legislature’s decision
to include $250,000 in the budget for design and engineering of
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and fund workforce development programs to assist Port
tenants or prospective businesses in meeting their workforce
requirements. The Port partnered with the Port of Seattle
and Port of Moses Lake on this issue and is grateful for prime
sponsorship and leadership of Representative Mike Chapman
in passing the bill.
Continued on page 2
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Legislature Passes Important Policies for Clallam County
Continued from page 1

Wood Products and Mass Timber
• Extending the Wood Products B&O Tax Rates (E3SHB
1324) – In response to mill curtailments in 2004-2005, the

Legislature added the forest products industry to the sectors
eligible for reduced B&O tax rates enacted to assist the aerospace industry. These rates were scheduled to sunset in 2024,
creating uncertainty for businesses considering new investments in plant and equipment. Representative Mike Chapman
made this a priority issue for rural economic development
and, with the assistance of Senator Kevin Van De Wege,
passed E3SHB 1324 which extends the sunset date to 2045.
It also adds manufacturing of mass timber products to the
lower tax rate.

• Mass timber innovation – In an ongoing effort to support
innovation in the use of mass timber, $6 million is included in
the capital budget for grants to school districts for modular
classrooms made of mass timber products.

• The Operating Budget also includes $100,000 for a

nonprofit organization to “catalyze a market for mass timber
and promote forest health, workforce development, and
updates to building codes.”

Department of Natural Resources Issues
There are several legislative outcomes related to the management of DNR trust lands that recognize the importance of the
forest products industry to Clallam County and beyond.
Senator Kevin Van De Wege, who chairs the Senate Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources and Parks Committee, and
Representative Mike Chapman were instrumental in achieving
the following outcomes:

• Impact Analysis of the Long Term Conservation
Strategy (LTCS) for the Marbled Murrelet – The budget

includes direction to DNR to provide trust land beneficiaries
with an analysis of revenue impacts due to the proposed
long-term conservation strategy for the marbled murrelet.

• Olympic Natural Resources Center – $380,000 is provided
to the ONRC to initiate research efforts on Swiss Needlecast
and the T3 watershed/habitat trials.
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• Carbon inventories – Funding is
provided to DNR to continue work
initiated by the University of
Washington to assess the
carbon life cycle benefits of
forest products and forest
management.

DNR Budget Issues:
• Assessing and Improving
the Economic Performance
of Trust Lands – This important research is now fully funded
and scheduled for completion in June 2020.

• Operating Budget Amendments to Protect Rural
School Funding – The House and Senate originally proposed

budgets that eliminated state support for rural school districts
by an amount equal to DNR timber sale revenues that those
districts receive. Representative Steve Tharinger and Senator
Kevin Van De Wege each passed amendments reversing that
proposal, protecting funding for rural school districts that
receive fiscal support from DNR timber sales.

Aviation
• Community Aviation Revitalization Program (CARB) –

The capital budget, chaired by Representative Steve
Tharinger in the House, includes a new revolving loan
program, with $5 million of funding, to support projects that
create revenue-generating opportunities at smaller airports.
This tool may provide valuable assistance in runway or economic development projects at Fairchild International Airport.

• Aviation Coordinating Commission (SB 5370) – This bill
establishes a commission authorized to evaluate and make
recommendations for siting new aviation capacity in
Washington State.

Economic Development
• Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) –

The CERB program has been a source of funding for the Port’s
Marine Trades Industrial Park, upgrades to the Port’s cofferdam,
Continued on page 4
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Port Log Yard Area Important to Many
The importance of the Port’s log yard on the
Port Angeles waterfront has just received a big
affirmation by the Washington Legislature.
The Legislature authorized $250,000 to help the Port
improve the water quality of the Port Angeles harbor through
the design of a new stormwater control system at the yard
without inadvertently harming tribal cultural resources or
burial sites. The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe has had a presence
on the harbor waterfront for thousands of years.
The Port has provided log handling facilities since its
formation in 1922. The log yard plays a crucial role in Clallam
County’s economy, linking growers and manufacturers locally
and throughout the West Coast and Asia. Today the Port log
yard directly, through the supply chain and in the community,
provides 180 jobs, while forest products in the County
provides over 650 direct jobs at an average wage of more
than $55,000. In total, forest products create or support
more than 1,500 jobs in Clallam County. Because timber jobs
pay well, they support more jobs than any other sector of the
local economy. Read log yard economics study here:
https://tinyurl.com/yxfeyg8r
The Port log yard is adjacent to the Lower Elwha Klallam
Tribe’s unique archeological site of Tse-Whit-Zen, which is
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The Lower
Elwha Klallam Tribe, the Port of Port Angeles, the City of
Port Angeles, and Washington State recognize the value of
preserving cultural resources and the economic importance
of maintaining a working waterfront.
Port Commission President Connie Beauvais said “The Port
is grateful for the work of Senator Kevin Van De Wege and
Representative Steve Tharinger for securing these funds
because it goes to the heart of what the Port wants to achieve.
Along with living wage jobs, cultural resources and clean water
are important values to the citizens of Clallam County and the
Port is committed to meeting all three expectations.”
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“As a Tribe of Treaty fishermen and fisherwomen, the Tribe
is committed to the environmental restoration of the Port
Angeles Harbor and recognizes the importance of clean
stormwater,” said Frances Charles, Lower Elwha Tribal Chair.
“As one of the largest employers in Clallam County, the Tribe
also recognizes the need for maintaining living wage jobs
through responsible development that protects the environment as well as the Tribe’s connection to its ancestors by
preserving the irreplaceable archeological and cultural
resources on the Port Angeles waterfront.”
Today, the Port is working with the Lower Elwha Klallam
Tribe and state agencies to capture and treat stormwater
runoff to protect water quality in Port Angeles Harbor. The
Port has already installed approximately $5 million of stormwater systems covering its marine terminals and part of its
log yard. The area adjacent to the Tse-Whit-Zen village site,
however, creates unique challenges and requires careful
coordination with the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe to ensure
protection of archeological and cultural resources beneath
the surface of the property.
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Upcoming Events
Fairchild International Airport
Appreciation Day and Fly-In
Calling all aviation fans! On June 22 from 8:00 am to

4:00 pm, William R. Fairchild International Airport will be
the scene of an all-day, family-friendly event featuring local
pilots, planes and other aircraft, hosted by the Port of Port
Angeles and the Clallam County chapter of the Washington
Pilots Association. Here’s a sampling of activities:
•

See military, corporate, medical airlift, seaplanes and
general aviation aircraft up close

•

“Young Eagle” flights for youth 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

•

Remote Control Modelers flight demonstrations

•

Lions Club Pancake Feast

•

Food and beverage vendors on site

•

Airplane, balloon and helicopters rides (with ticket
purchase)

•

Tours of Port facilities and Business Park (including the
Barhop Beer Garden!)

•

For your listening pleasure: Black Diamond Junction on
the west ramp from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Attendees will get to see the new offices of Lifeline Northwest and the refurbished airport terminal, now the headquarters of Rite Bros. Admission is free to all who attend.

“We are excited to hosting the community at William R. Fairchild
Airport,” said John Nutter, the Port’s Director of Properties,
Marinas and Airports. “The Port is very proud of this facility and
we look forward to sharing all the good things that have been
developing here.”

Maritime Festival
The Port will be once
again participating in
the annual Maritime
Festival, presented by the Port Angeles Chamber of Commerce
on June 8 and 9. This family-friendly festival is free and celebrates the maritime heritage and culture of the north Olympic
Peninsula and the Port Angeles waterfront in particular.
Tall ships Lady Washington and Hawaiian Chieftain will be on
hand for tours (with ticket purchase), with other craft on
display such as the World War II Museum tugboat Comanche,
US Coast Guard Special Purpose Screening vessels, a US Customs
& Border Protection vessel, an Arrow Launch boat and a Puget
Sound Pilot boat. The US Navy Brass Band will perform, and
the Port will offer boat manufacturing facility tours, and log
yard and marine terminal tours.
There will be many other exhibitors, food vendors and displays.
Last year’s event was well-received, and this year’s promises to
be even better. For more information, please visit
http://www.maritimefestival.org/

Legislature Passes Important Policies for Clallam County
and feasibility studies related to mass timber. The capital
budget maintains CERB funding for the next biennium.

• Public Works Contracting HB 1295 – provides additional

flexibility for Ports in using Job Order and Design Build contracting. The additional flexibility will allow for efficiencies
in some Port contracting work.

• Campaign Contribution Limits – HB 1375 extends

campaign contribution limits that apply to statewide elected
officials to all port commission races
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The Port would like to extend its appreciation for the hard
work and commitment of the 24th District Legislators for their
efforts to improve economic opportunities in Clallam County.
The Port feels fortunate that the 24th District delegation serve
in key positions of leadership and on committees with exceptional importance to Clallam County and the Olympic Peninsula.

